Dear Sensei, Sempa;, and al members of the dogo famiy,

Anotheryearhascometoacioseanaweonceagain, areleftwithmemo-

nes both joyil  and painful The year began wih the death of mydear wie
of more than 50 years.  And throughout  the dificult times over the past
year the compassion and support | have receved from al of you has been
remendous comiot It reminds methat weare afamiy that puls o
ggher h diout imes

Asthe year daws b adose, wehear of the passing of a dedcated and
Skilful stiert  and teacher of more than 20 years. Sensei Banon had a
dgo in Yankion South Dakola for neatly 15 years teaching the tadiions

ofSho-Rel-Shobu-KanOkinawanGojuRyuKarateandtouchingthelives

of many peogple. Heded suddenly onthe 13th and wil be greatly — missed
yd o s

The yin and yang of e alays reminds us we have both somow and joy.
Onceagaintheconventionwasagoodtimeforustocometogetherand
shae wih dgo brohes and ssters  ffom agoss the couty.  Every year
watchingstudentsnewandoldmakesmeproudtosee somanyworking
together o stengthen and cany what we have buit to ther communies.

In November | was awarded an eghth  degree back bet in Judo. Ths rep- &
resents many years of taining, competing, teaching and consuling. I am
honoed 0 receve ths prestigious recognition fom my peers.

Asuelbok foward 1 the next year, kt us dedcale ouseles 1 keave our

markontheworldweinhabitandonthemanystudentswithwhomwe
share our skis. Have a wonderful  holday season and a joyfl  new year.

WithWarmRegards,




